
Clinical briefing for healthcare professionals 

Have I left any 
swabs behind?

Have I counted my
swabs?

Have I recorded the 
swab count before and 

after the procedure?

Do I know what to do 
if any swabs are not 

accounted for?

www.nrls.npsa.nhs.uk/alerts

Retained swabs after 
vaginal birth and perineal 
suturing can lead to harm
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