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Retained swabs after

vaginal birth and perineal
. , _ _ Risk assess sterile delivery packs
suturi ng can lead to harm Do sterile delivery and perineal and use x-ray detectable swabs
suture packs contain x-ray in vaginal delivery and perineal

detectable swabs? suturing packs

Provide education and
Is everyone in my organisation training about the swab count

aware of the policy for counting procedure and ensure written

Is there a risk that swabs swabs before and after birth or procedures are in place for
suturing? swab counts adapted from

could be left behind AT e e
. . guidelines
after vaginal births or

perineal suturing in my
To demonstrate that all staff are

organisation? _ .
Has an audit of swab counting : Lo
. ) aware of their responsibilities
practices been done in my : \
L for counting and documenting
organisation?
swab counts

If a second person is involved
Are midwives and obstetricians in the count, they may be a
In my organisation aware maternity support worker, but
of their responsibility for it is the midwife/obstetrician’s
documentation of the responsibility to sign off the
completed swab count? completed swab count

* Association for Perioperative Practice. Swab instrument and needles counts: managing the risks. 2007. www.afpp.org.uk
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